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DEPOSITION 

I,  FERDINAND  Z.  El.IIZ  of  WOTJE  ATOLL ,  MARSHALL 
ISLANDS,  being  dully  sworn ,  depose  and  say  that  I  am 
no v;  employed  as  a r,  Interpreter  at  Naval  Air  Base 
No.  :/c')A.  M/JURO  ATOLL,  I  was  attending  school  in 
Jaoan  until  19  v8  when  I  returned  to  the  MARSHALL 
ISLANDS,  JAA1T::  ATOLL. 


*  >r\r'  77  a  T  T  * 

^  v.  -  0  j  .  ...Lv.  i*i» 


i  AFFI'.V’?  further  rj.Tcs  that  in  August,  1938  he  went 
!  ,0  WOTJE  ATOLL  and  -is  employed,  as  an  assistant  to  a 
I  tr \ or  •>  t  kir.;;  measurements  of  the  different 
\  .  .  .  i  ..  commenced  construction  on  the 

' .  AT  /•  t  >  T'j  ;l  in  Lure  19)9.  About  fifty  Japanese 
.  ..  . •  or.  this  job.  The  complement  there 

A  •*  l..oc  officers  and  five  chiefs.  Three 
,•  .  i ..  vc-s  were  hired  to  construct  a  Japanese 
itrir.  n  car.?,  Natives  were  paid  one  yen  a  day.  Con- 
IstrviCtion  of  the  prison  camp  was  completed  in  October, 

1 1939  and  the  same  month  prisoners  cane  from  Japan  to 
■finish  their  sentences  in  the  WOTJE  prison  camp, 
lAfter  the  arrival  of  the  Japanese  prisoners  all 
^Native  labor  with  the  exception  of  ten  men  and  five 
gV/oncn  were  returned  to  01NTEJ  island,  WOTJE  ATOLL. 

AFFIANT  further  says  that  in  November.  1939  all 
f trees  on  WOTJE  island,  WOTJE  ATOLL  were  cut  down  so 
’that  the  airfield  could  be  constructed.  About  this 
tine  all  prisoners  (over  two  thousand)  were  returned 
to  Japan  and  about  one  thousand  Koreans  and  about  two 
‘thousand  Japanese  labox’ers  arrived  at  WOTJE  to  con- 

”atl;e.  Iakovs  »«r« 

again  drafted  thru  the  Headman  of  each  island. 

AFFIANT  further  says  that  he  saw  large  quantities  of 
cement,  asphalt  and  other  construction  material  being 
delivered  at  L'CTJE  island,  WOTJE  ATOLL  for  use  on  the 
airstrip.  Before  cons  traction  was  completed,  in 
February  194-2  rn  American  plane  bombed  arid  strafed  the 
island.  In  the  night  Native  laborers  wore  sat  to  work 
to  repair  the  damage. 

AFFIANT  farther  says  that  Native  labor  in  194-1 
was  paid  8p  sen  a  day.  They  were  employed  as  masons, 
bricklayers  and  carpenters.  Sickness  was  no  excuse  to 
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a too  working, 
..'apaneao.  If 
boatings  and 


A  Native  was 
>to  refused  to 
su’ 'O tines  was 


obliged  tc  work 
work  be  usually 
sent  to  prison. 


for  the 
suffered 


FUjRTIIKR  AFFIANT  tAITH  NOT. 


/s/_  FERDINAND  Z.  EMIZ 
AFFIANT . 


t.  O  »\ !.  C  -i  i  i 

ear  10  1?  trvt 


•IilD  Z«  ELiIZ ,  AFFIANT,  say  that  I  have  read 
^  fare going  by  me  subscribed  and  that  the 
-■;o  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 


/s /  FERDINAND  Z .  EMIZ 
FERDINAND,  Z,  EMIZ . 


Before  me,  an  officer  authorized  to  administer  oaths 
appeared  the  affiant  whoso  name  is  subscribed  above, 
this  14th  day  of  March,  1946. 

/s/  FRANK  E.  0* RE ILLY  _ 

Lieutenant ,  U . S > .r. . 


j 
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